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Aankoop/buying, verkoop/sales, nieuwbouw/newbuilding, 
vernoemingen/renamings, etc.  
 
Smit Schelde launched 

 

On Tuesday 22nd of April the ASD 2810 Damen 
design tug “Smit Schelde” was launched at the 
Damen Shipyard at Galati – Rumania with 
yardnumber 511536. The tug was lifted out the 
newbuilding sheet by yards gauntry crane. After 
a small christining ceremonie by Godmother Mrs 
Gabriella Apostolache, the vessel was set in the 
water. The next months she will be fitted out on 
the same yard. The tug will be built under Bureau 
Veritas Class and Dutch flag. She is the 
sistership of the “Smit Hudson”.  (Source Hans 
van der Ster) 

 
Crowley Z-Drive Tug Vigilant Christened in Alaska 
Crowley Maritime Corporation's Z-Drive tugboat Vigilant, providing an added measure of safety and 
environmental protection for tankers entering and leaving the Tesoro Alaska Company's Nikiski 
refinery in Cook Inlet, was christened on Monday in Homer, Alaska. During the afternoon ceremony, 
Dori Hansen, wife of Steve Hansen, the manager of Tesoro's Kenai, Alaska refinery, christened the 
Vigilant. More than 60 people, including five Alaska state representatives, attended the celebration. 
Among the Crowley contingent at the event were Rocky Smith, senior vice president and general 
manager, Pacific/Alaska Region; Bruce Harland, vice president of Alaska services; and Steve Orr, 
marine superintendent of petroleum distribution. "We are making this investment for Tesoro Alaska 
because positioning a tractor tug at Nikiski on a year-round basis is an additional enhancement to our 
safety and environmental programs. It is a major new commitment to the community, our employees, 
the State, Coast Guard and marine vessels and barges, of the emphasis we place on safety and the 
environment," said Captain Tim Plummer, President of Tesoro Maritime. Crowley's contract services  

 

business in Cook Inlet chartered the tug from 
BayDelta Maritime, Inc. Built by Nichols Brothers 
Boat Builders, Inc., in Langley, Wash., the Vigilant 
is the second tug acquired by Crowley in the last 
year for use in its Pacific Northwest and Alaska 
operations. While the Vigilant looks very similar to 
its sister tug Valor, which Crowley acquired last 
year, the 100-foot boat has been modified for use in 
the harsh Alaskan waters. The hull was 
strengthened for use in ice, and boasts a 3/8-inch 
belt of steel along the hull, which adds 80 additional 
tons of steel to the boat. The vessel's decks are 
also heated, along with some of the tanks, for 
added protection and improved winter operation.

 "We are pleased to provide Tesoro with not only this technologically advanced tug but with our 
experienced and safety-minded crews," said Harland. "At Crowley, we are committed to protecting 
lives, property and safeguarding Alaska's rich natural resources in Cook Inlet." The Vigilant also 
boasts several other noteworthy features including 6770 horsepower engines, a bollard pull in excess 
of 90 tons, and a speed of 14 knots. The horsepower ratings are among the highest among Z-drive 
tugs, with 92 metric tons forward and 90.5 metric tons astern.  
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Ursus Christened 
In Cuxhaven the latest addition to the HARMS fleet named URSUS was christened, the URSUS, built 
on the Ferrostaal/Mutzelfeldt – Germany,  is a sister of the JANUS and with her 19.000 HP the AHT is 
able to develop 219 ton BP. (Source: Harms Bergung) 

 
Foto: Jan Plug 

 
River Pusher spotted  
On Sunday 20th April the rightside pictured 
pusher tug “Sagorsk” was spotted on the 
Danube River at Galati – Rumania. The 
“Sagorsk” was built as a Zaporozhye type 
pusher tug at the Hungarian Shipyard and 
Crane Factory – Hungarian in 1984 for SPD, 
Izmail – Soviet Union. In 1991 she was 
transferred to UPD, Izmail – Ukrainian. The 
ship has an output of 2200 hp and length 
32mtrs x 11 mtrs by 1.71 mtrs draft. (Foto: 
Hans van der Ster) 

 
 

 
Gamboa 
Who can tell me more about the 
tug “Gamboa”, pictured right. 
The picture has been taken 
during Panama Canal transit on 
April 26, 2007. In the white 
funnel is a G.  
 

 
Nordane orders more Canadian tugs  
21.04.08 Nordane Shipping, Svendborg, has signed up with Irving Shipbuilding Industries in Quebec, 
Canada, for another four tugs of two different types. The tugs will follow the deliveries of five tugs 
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ending in 2006 with Stevns Icequeen. The new contracts are for two tugs of a similar type to Stevns 
Icequeen, which has a double engine plant capable of 60 tons bollard pull.The other two tugs will be of 
a bigger type with 72 tons bollard pull and they will be ice classed. The tugs ordered by Nordane 
Shipping are usually sold in shares to a number of persons supporting Nordane Shipping and its 
owner Niels Højland Hansen. The Canadian tugs will be delivered through out 2009 and 2010. Two of 
the five tugs already delivered from Irving is now on long-term charters to Svitzer A/S and one has 
been sold off to Finnish Alfons Håkans.  
 
Still going Strong 
The 51.85m x 10.7m Barbados flagged "Ocean Wrestler" (ex-Hadisangsuria, ex-Ocean Wrestler, ex-
Wrestler) has been sold five times in the 36 years since she was built by Beliard Murdoch-Ostend of 

Belgium for Union de Remorquage et Sauvetage (URS) of Antwerpen in 
1972. Marcon International was involved in four of those sales. After working 
for URS for approx. seventeen years the twin screw, the deep sea salvage 
tug was brokered by Marcon to Pacific Towing Services of North Vancouver, 
British Columbia. Pacific Towing refurbished the tug at a cost of over US$ 
1.5 million to tow tandem 7,100dwt enclosed paper barges coastwise 
between British Columbia and California. Although the tug and barges 
performed well on the route even through the rough Pacific Northwest 
winters, the trade was taken over by a ship in the mid-90's and the tug and 

barges were tied up in Port Alberni on the West Coast of Vancouver 
Island.After a period of lay-up, all three units were sold to Southeast Asia 
and the tug was renamed "Hadisangsuria". The tug and the two barges saw 
minimal use in the region and in June 1998 Marcon arranged the sale back 
into Canadian hands again - this time to McKeil Marine Ltd. of Hamilton. 
Ontario. McKeil mobilized the equipment back across the Pacific to North 

America, selling the barges for conversion to 
floating power generation and retaining the tug for 
their own service. While under McKeil's ownership "Ocean Wrestler" sailed 
from Nova Scotia to Greenland, working at times in the ice, to find two 
missing B-17 bombers from World War II plus towed a 183m long drydock 
from Norfolk, Virginia to Talcahuano, Chile for the Chilean Navy via the 
Panama Canal. She also supported a cable laying project in international 
waters on the Canadian East Coast and performed various other tows. 
Pacific Link Ocean Services of New Westminster, BC purchased the deep-

sea tug in 2000 and sailed her back through the Panama Canal to the British Columbia. Under Pacific 
Link's ownership the tug made numerous coastwise and trans-Pacific tows between the West Coast 
and both Russia and China - plus once even appeared in an episode of "X-
Files" in 2001. Finally in 2008 it became time for the tug to move on again, 
this time to new owners Sapola Tugs Shipping S.A., c/o Atlas Salvage & 
Towage S.A. of Piraeus, Greece with Marcon International, Inc. 
representing the Sellers and Byron E. Vernicos Shipping Enterprises S.a. 
of Piraeus, Greece representing Buyers. Buyers plan to retain the name 
"Ocean Wrestler". Unusual when compared to many European ocean 
deep-sea tugs, "Ocean Wrestler", like a number of other high horsepower 
tugs built for URS in the 70's and early 80's, is powered by a pair of EMD's 
mated up to European variable pitch props. "Wrestler" was fitted with EMD 
12-645E5 turbo- charged diesels producing 4,300BHP at 900RPM to Zeise 
variable pitch propellers in trainable kort nozzles. This gives her a bollard 
pull of about 60  tonnes, speed of abt. 13 - 14kn free running and range of 

abt. 9 - 10,000nm. Tug was also fitted with a 
250Hp bow thruster. Towing gear consists of two Brusselle constant-
tension, enclosed towing winches with 3,000' 2.25" wire and 2,000' 1.68" 
wire, a bridle handing winch, hydraulic tow hook and hydraulic tow pins. A 
Brussel hydraulic pump powered by a 250HP Deutz  diesel provides the 
hydraulics for the deck machinery. Two 300m3/h fire pumps provide water to 
two fire monitors mounted in the after mast. Accommodations include berths 
for 26 in 14 cabins, a hospital, two mess rooms and saloon. She is classed 
Bureau Veritas I +Hull +Mach Tug, Unrestricted Service. One distinctive 

feature I remember about the "Wrestler" is that she, along with a number of other URS tugs were 
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traditionally fitted with either a BMW or Mercedes steering wheel (I forget which) instead of the normal 
wooden or stainless steel ship's wheel. She still has that same wheel today. Regardless of how she 
was steered, "Ocean Wrestler" was always recognized as a well-designed, well-built and well-
maintained deep-sea ocean tug ideally suited for international tows world-wide. She has always been 
one of Marcon's favorites. Her high bow and graceful sheer is easily recognizable in any port. A lot of   
credit has to be given to her builders Beliard Murdoch, Union de Remorquage et Sauvetage and the 
Letzers for creating a beautiful vessel. URS was established in 1870, when captain Henri Gerling 
started with a fleet of six tugs in on the river Scheldt under the name Remorquage a Helice s.a. 
(S.a.R.H.), which was later allied in 1928 with S.A. Remorquage Letzer 
(established in 1923). In 1974 they merged into the URS Group to provide a 
strong unified organization. URS extended its activities beyond its traditional 
towing and salvage role on the Scheldt when it participated, from the very 
beginning, in the development of the North Sea oil fields, starting with the 
"Groningen field" in the late fifties, followed by the "Ekofisk" and "Forties" 
fields. "Wrestler" was one of the first of a large fleet of oceangoing tugs built, 
all showing her distinctive high bow and fine lines (Source: Marcon Int.) 
 
Fleet changes at Vroon Offshore Services  
April 21, 2008 Vroon Offshore Services (VOS) has announced that the company has taken five older 
offshore vessels out of service during the past months. The following vessels have been sold and 
delivered to new owners: Viking Endeavour, Viking Staffa, Viking Venturer, Maestrale Terzo and 
VOS Rebel. The divestments form part of the VOS fleet renewal and expansion programme. VOS 
currently operates a fleet of approximately 100 offshore support vessels, operating from bases in 
Aberdeen in Scotland, Den Helder in The Netherlands, Genoa in Italy and Singapore, and has another 
20 new-build vessels on order. The fleet includes conventional and multi-role ERRVs, platform supply, 
anchor handling, sub-sea support and utility vessels, operating principally in the North Sea, the 
Mediterranean and South East Asia.  
 
Pool Express Christened. 
The, on the Damen Galati Shipyard – Rumania built, Pool Express from Vroon; Netherlands, was 
christened by sponsor lady Ms Paula Butteling in the Port of Den Helder  The sistership of the Pool 
Express the Base Express is on the same Yard in the outfitting stage 
 
New charter deals for Skandi Admiral and DOF Installer  
April 21, 2008 DOF Rederi AS, the 100 per cent subsidiary of DOF ASA, has entered into a charter 
agreement with StatoilHydro for an 18 month contract with 3 x 6 month options for Skandi Admiral 
with commencement August 2008. DOF Installer ASA has also entered into a charter agreement with 
StatoilHydro for an AHTS, Skandi TBN AH 04 CD, which is under construction at Aker Yards, Aukra. 
The duration of the firm contract is 5 years with 3 x 1 year options. DOF said the vessel is one of DOF 
Installer’s 'state of the art' vessels and it is scheduled for delivery in December 2009. The vessel will 
be one of the most powerful AHTS vessels in the world with a 350 tonne bollard pull.  
 
Hallin sends Quasar ROV to Tunisia  
April 21, 2008 Hallin Marine has mobilised a six man team and one of its Quasar ROVs for ultimate 
client BG Group for a pipelay project off Tunisia.The project in the Gulf of Gabes, some 100km off 
Tunisia, will see the Quasar work from the Saipem operated ROV support vessel  VOS Sympathy for 
touchdown monitoring of the pipe for GeoLab of Italy. The ROV will operate in the Hasdrubal field in 
sea depths of 62-67m and the project is scheduled to run for 90 days with a value of US$1.3million. 
Mike Arnold, Managing Director of the West Division of Hallin Marine, said: “Hallin is pleased to be 
working for the first time with GeoLab, who are a first-rate organisation, well known to many within the 
Hallin organisation.”  
 
Ezra takes delivery of Lewek Trogon  
Ezra Holdings has taken delivery of an 18,000 bhp anchor handling tug supply (AHTS) vessel, Lewek 
Trogon from Drydocks World Singapore. The newbuild AHTS is equipped with Rolls Royce engines 
and dynamic positioning capabilities. Construction on the vessel took place at the previous Pan-United 
shipyard which was acquired by Drydocks last year. Lewek Trogon will be officially named at a 
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ceremony held at the Singapore shipyard today. The vessel will be loaded with supplies and fuel 
before departing Singapore in about two weeks time to begin a first assignment in Southeast Asia.  
 
First contract award for Geowave Endeavour 
The client, BG Norge Ltd, is already currently utilizing the Wavefield Inseis vessel M/V Geowave 
Master, as previously announced. Wavefield Inseis today announced that they have been awarded 
the first 3D contract for Geowave Endeavour. The additional 3D contract for the Geowave Endeavour 
provides the vessel with full backlog until the end of the 2008 North Sea season. The new purpose 
built 16 streamer vessel M/V Geowave Endeavour will be delivered from the Fosen Yard in Norway at 
the end of June this year and after sea-trails go straight onto the 3D survey in the North Sea. `Our new 
flagship is scheduled to be delivered within our predicted time-frame in order to take advantage of the 
2008 North Sea season` stated CEO Atle Jacobsen. `The Endeavour is one of the world`s largest and 
most powerful 3D vessels. We are delighted that its first project is for a current client; the oil and gas 
major BG Norge. 
 
Sunken Ukrainian ship near China to be pulled to surface April 26 
24/ 04/ 2008 A Ukrainian ship that sunk after a collision with a Chinese vessel near Hong Kong on 
March 22 is expected to be pulled to the surface on April 26, Ukraine's Transportation Ministry said on 
Thursday. Seven of the 25 crewmembers were rescued in the South China Sea, and divers found 
three bodies. Fifteen have yet to be found. Earlier attempts to pull the Neftegaz-67 tugboat to shallow 
waters failed, as the mast is embedded seven meters into the seabed, fixing the 2,723-ton vessel. 
"Preparations for pulling up the Ukrainian vessel Neftegaz-67 are ongoing. The operation to lift the 
Neftegaz-67 has been postponed until Saturday, April 26," the ministry said in a statement. The 
operation had been scheduled for April 24. The families of the sailors that died in the accident are 
expected to receive around $20,000 each in compensation from the company that owns the tugboat, 
along with additional benefits and payments from the Ukrainian government.  
 
StatoilHydro nabs three anchor handlers  
24/04/2008 StatoilHydro awarded three contracts for anchor handling vessels with a collective total 
value of US$320.42 million.  The largest contract is a five-year deal with DOF for a newbuild Skandi 
TBN AH 04 CD vessel, developed by Aker Yards.  The contract has three one-year extension options.  
The new boat is scheduled for delivery from the shipyard in December 2009, but will likely go out on 
the spot market for a few months before starting its contract with StatoilHydro during the first quarter 
2010. The new vessel is 354 feet (108 m) long and 79 feet (24 m) wide, and outfitted with a 551-ton 
(500-tonne) winch.  It also has its own remotely operated vehicle (ROV) and is equipped with safety 
features meeting the highest standards for anchor-handling vessels. StatoilHydro head of marine 
operations Morten Meinich said, "The ship has state-of-the-art technology that enhances safety on 
deck during anchor-handling operations, including cargo rail manipulators, which reduce manual work. 
The vessel also has hybrid engine solutions and catalytic converters that reduce nitrous oxide (NOx) 
and CO2 emissions.  It has many uses, including anchor handling in deep waters, ROV operations 
and supply duties." Two other contracts for anchor-handling vessels were also signed for DOF's 
Skandi Admiral and Island Offshore's Island Vanguard.  The two contracts have durations of 18 
months, with three six-month extension options. Skandi Admiral will continue operating from an 
existing contract with StatoilHydro, with the new start-up commencing Aug. 15, 2008.  Island 
Vanguard, which is equipped with an ROV and an A-frame, will start operating for StatoilHydro after 
becoming available from a spot assignment, most likely April 28, and at the latest by the first of May.  
 
New DSV for Bibby Offshore  
Aberdeen-based Bibby Offshore Ltd has taken delivery of what the company claims is the North Sea’s 
first purpose-built diving support vessel (DSV) in over 15 years. The arrival of the DSV Bibby Topaz, a 
Skipsteknisk AS ST 256L design, is the result of a £50+ million commitment by the subsea contractor. 
The vessel, which arrived in Aberdeen on April 21st, will begin a six-month contract with a major North 
Sea operator at the end of this week. Having completed an extensive client audit, Bibby Topaz will 
work on various subsea construction projects in the Dutch sector and UK northern North Sea regions. 
Built in Trondheim, Norway, Bibby Topaz is, the company claims, the most advanced vessel in her 
class in the North Sea. At 107m long, with a beam of 22m, she has twin diving bells and an 18 man 
dive system rated to 300m. Featuring a heave compensated 150 tonne crane and a working deck area 
of 1,000 square metres, the Topaz will accommodate a crew of 106. Bibby Offshore commercial 
director, Fraser Moonie, said: “The Bibby Topaz is the second North Sea class vessel to be delivered 
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by Bibby Offshore within a 13 month period. This investment further underlines our focus and 
commitment to the industry in the North Sea region and beyond. A superb addition to our fleet, Bibby 
Topaz adds much to our capability, capacity and reputation within the sector." “As the most advanced 
vessel in her class, Bibby Topaz is uniquely designed to allow for harsh environment working, further 
strengthening our view that she will play an integral role in the future development not only of Bibby 
Offshore, but the sector in which we operate.  An extensive client audit produced extremely positive 
feedback about Topaz, a very exciting achievement for us.” Bibby Offshore own and operate a fleet of 
modern and advanced diving support vessels from which it provides specialist support for a wide 
range of diving and subsea requirements. The company also provides a full suite of management, 
technical, crewing and operational support services onboard Floating Production Systems worldwide.  
Having experienced spectacular growth in the four years since its inception, the company has recently 
moved its 120 strong shore-based workforce into their new state-of-the-art headquarters at 
Aberdeen’s harbour area. Bibby Offshore recently began an aggressive international growth strategy 
with the launch of its Trinidad office.  
 
Launching of the "Grant Candies" 
Although the weather was not at all auspicious, with mixed rain and snow and an impressive thunder 
storm the night before and a record late Spring snow-fall the next day, "neither snow nor rain nor heat 
nor gloom of night" could disrupt the launching of the Subsea Inspection Maintenance Repair (IMR) 

Vessel "Grant Candies" (Hull 50) on Saturday 19th April 2008 at Dakota 
Creek Industries, Inc. in Anacortes, Washington. At 292' x 59' x 24' depth, 
the 3,700dwt "Grant Candies", built for Otto Candies, LLC of Des 
Allemands, Louisiana, for operations in the Gulf of Mexico, is one of the 
largest vessels built by Dakota Creek Industries. The ABS classed, U.S. flag 
vessel is fitted with diesel electric propulsion with four CAT powered 
generators producing a total of 7,500kW, which drive two 1,350HP Schottel 
controllable pitch bow tunnel thrusters and two 3,000HP main propulsion 
Schottel CombiDrive stern thrusters aft. Other features include Dynamic 
Positioning, a 25' x 20' moon pool with a skidding system able to transport 
100 tons loads to the center of the pool; a helideck suitable for Bell 212, 
Sikorsky S76 or equivalent; below deck 150 ton Deep Sea motion 
compensated winch and a 100 ton offshore rated 
knuckle boom crane. A control room is also 
located on the "C" deck for handling two ROV 
systems Capacities include an 8,826ft2 clear deck 

aft, 194,000g fuel, 235,000g fresh water and 350,000g ballast. 
Accommodations are available for up to 76 crew; a fully equipped hospital; a 
gymnasium with weight machines and exercise equipment; and a cinema 
with stadium seating, a 55" big screen television and surround sound. A 
private conference room is located on the "D" deck level, in addition to, a 
designated area for survey groups and a semi-private ship's office in the 
pilothouse. Capacities include an 8,826ft2 clear deck aft, 194,000g fuel, 
235,000g fresh water and 350,000g ballast. Accommodations are available 
for up to 76 crew; a fully equipped hospital; a gymnasium with weight 
machines and exercise equipment; and a cinema with stadium seating, a 55" 
big screen television and surround sound. A private conference room is 
located on the "D" deck level, in addition to, a designated area for survey groups and a semi-private 
ship's office in the pilothouse. While the crowd milled about in foul weather gear and under umbrellas 
trying to stay warm and dry, and also constantly wiping water off of camera lenses, Dick Nelson, 
President of Dakota Creek and Otto Candies, Jr., CEO of Otto Candies, LLC stood under the bow 
while Nicki Candies swung the champagne bottle with great gusto. Dakota Creek's 5,000 ton capacity 
synchro-lift then began slowly lowering the vessel inch-by-inch into the cold waters of Puget Sound 

Once afloat, it was appropriate that this state-of-
the-art vessel, equal in quality to those built in 
European yards, was shifted out from the 
Synchro-lift platform by two state-of-the-art tugs 
working in consort. The 7,600BHP Voith 
Schneider tractor tug "Garth Foss" belonging to 
Foss Maritime Group and the 129.5', 7,360BHP 
Voith Schneider tractor tug "Response", belonging to Crowley Maritime 
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Corp., moved the "Grant Candies" alongside her new berth. The vessel, named after the grandson of 
Otto Candies, Jr., is expected to be completed in August 2008. Construction has already started on a 
second and larger "sister" with a third also on Dakota Creek's Orderbook. Otto Candies, LLC has been 
supporting the offshore oil industry since 1942 when it started a small contract with the Humble Oil 
Company, known today as ExxonMobil. Dakota Creek Industries history is rooted in shipbuilding and 
ship repair going back to 1975 when they started building crab boats in a small shipyard in Blaine, 
Washington near Dakota Creek. Two years later, the shipyard expanded beyond its limits and moved 
to the Port of Anacortes on the Guemes Channel allowing DCI to build and repair larger vessels. 
(Source: Marcon Int.) 
 
Meragi sold to Middle East 
The utility and safety/standby boat "Meragi" was sold by Southeast Asian sellers to Middle East buyers 
on private terms. The vessel, built at Mipe Shipbuilding Pte Ltd. Singapore in 1980, measures 98.4' x 
24.93' x 10.82' depth with loaded draft of 7.54'. Deadweight carrying capacity is 180mtdw. The aft 
cargo deck measures 18' x 12'. She is powered by two Cummins KT2300M diesels producing 
1,400BHP @ 1,800RPM which provide a cruising speed of about 10 knots and range of 9 days. 
Vessel is classed ABS +A1, +AMS. She is also fitted with 1 x 5mt tow hook for light towing duties. 
Vessel has accommodations for eight crew plus twelve passenger seats. Marcon International, Inc. 
acted as sole broker in this transaction. (Source: Marcon Int.) 
 
Poksay sold to Middle East  
Indonesian based owners PT Baruna Raya Logistics, have just completed 
the sale of their 2002 built, welded aluminum crewboat, M/V "Poksay" to 
private Middle East buyers. The vessel, built at Penguin Shipyard in 
Singapore, had been owned by the same owners since delivery. "Poksay" is 
a 34.0m (112') x 7.6m (25') x 3.3m (10.8') vessel powered by three MTU 
16V2000 M70 diesels producing approximately 4,220BHP @ 2,100RPM. In 
turn this drives three 4-bladed fixed pitch propellers via a ZF4540 gears. The 
vessel has a 28kts maximum speed and a 22kts optimum speed. The aft cargo deck measures 14.6m 
(47.9') x 6.1m (20') and is capable of carrying 200mt of cargo. She is also provided with two fire 
monitors, oil dispersant tanks and two 20' spray arms. For accommodations, the vessel carries 56 
passengers in reclining seats with three television / movie screens plus berths for 10 crew. Com / 
navaids include two radars, VHF, SSB, autopilot, fathometer, magnetic compass, gyro, GPS, Navtex 
and joystick control. The vessel is to be renamed and reflagged to a new registry. Marcon 
International, Inc. represented the Buyers and Frontier Offshore of Singapore represented the Sellers 
in this transaction. (Source: Marcon Int.) 
 


